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theless, the old customs were retained by the
different provinces as they became consolidated into
larger States, and the reconciliation of these with the
Roman law was the continual task of judicial admin-
istration. I suppose it would be true to say that the
Roman law came to be adopted except where it was
in conflict with settled local customs, and there the
latter prevailed. Prior to the general movement in the
direction of codification initiated by the Code Napo-
leon there was little in the way of legislation touching
the law of private transactions. Some important
private efforts were made to set forth the law of
particular States, but these had no other authority
than that of text-books. Prof. Lee states that
"according to the German opinion, the legislative
authority of the rulers had little to do with the
private law. That was a matter of custom and
should be left to the local communities to develop
as they wished/'1

In Italy, the Ostrogoths maintained, for a time,
some of their barbarian customs superinduced upon
the basis of the Roman law, but the latter was never
displaced, and upon the revival of the study of
jurisprudence it resumed its sway as the sole guide
for the regulation of conduct.

The Visigothic conquerors of Spain seem to have
been ambitious of substituting their own law in the
place of the Roman jurisprudence, but their suc-
cessive declarations of the supremacy of their codes,
and interdicts of Roman law, serve to show how
difficult it is to supplant the law of a conquered

1 Historical Jurisprudence, p. 409.